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Page 1
N THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
EASTERN DI STRI CT OF LOUI SI ANA
KATHLEEN MOLLER, |
Plaintiff, |
V. | ClVIL ACTI ON
I

NO. 20-0228- WBY- DPC
MARTI AN SALES I NC.; JOPEN, LLC, a
Texas |limted liability conpany; |
JOHNSON FOODS, LLC, a Wom ng |
limted liability conmpany; CAG |
Hol di ngs, LLC, a Womng limted |
liability conpany; RMH HOLDI NGS, |
I NC., a Wom ng corporation; ABC |
| NSURANCE COMPANY and JOHN DOES
1-4,

I
I
I
Def endant s. |
I

I N THE SUPERI OR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON
IN AND FOR CONLI TZ COUNTY

RACHEL MCKI BBAN, | ndividually
and as Personal Representative
of the Estate of JORDAN

MCKI BBAN, Deceased,

V. NO. 23-2-01183-08

I
|
I
|
Plaintiffs, |
|
I
JOPEN, LLC, a Texas |limted |
Liability Conpany; JOHNSON FOODS, |
LLC, a Womng limted Liability |
Conpany; LP IND, LLC, a Wom ng |
limted liability conpany; CAG | [ CAPTI ON CONTI NUED]

30(b) (6) REMOTE VI DEO- RECORDED
DEPOSI TI ON OF JOHNSON FOODS, LLC, BY
CATHERI NE ANN M ANO
Novenber 22, 2024
9:03 a.m Pacific Tine

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com
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[ CAPTI ON CONTI NUED: ]
HOLDI NGS, LLC, a Womng limted |
liability conpany; RMH HOLDI NGS, |
| NC., a Wom ng cor poration; |
OLI STI CA, an uni ncor por at ed |
associ ation; MT THERAPY, INC., |
an | daho corporation; DURITY |
DI STRI BUTI ON, | NC, an Idaho |
corporation; HUSH WORLDW DE LLC, |
a Womng Limted liability |
conpany; DRI P DROP DI STRO LLC, |
an ldaho limted liability |
conpany; BEDROCK MFG LLC, a |
Womng limted liability |
conmpany; CLOUD HOUSE VAPORZ, |
| NC., a Washington corporation; |
AMERI CAN KRATOM ASSOCI ATI ON, a |
Virginia non-profit corporation; |
and JOHN & JANE DOCES 1 |
THROUGH 10, |
|
|

Def endant s.

The renote video-recorded 30(b)(6)
deposition of JOHNSON FOODS, LLC, through their
desi gnated representative, CATHERI NE ANN M ANQ,
conducted at the | ocation of the witness in
Seattl e, Washington, reported by Pauline Vargo,
Certified Shorthand Reporter - IL C.S. R No.

84- 1573, Regi stered Professional Reporter and
Certified Realtinme Reporter, on November 22, 2024,
comencing at 9:04 a.m Pacific Tine.

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com
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1 A PPEARANTCES
2 Al'l Parties Appearing
3 Via Zoom Videoconference
4 On behalf of the Plaintiff:
5 MCTLAW
1325 4th Avenue, Suite 1730
6 Seattl e, Washington 98101
(206) 487-7371
7 BY: MI CHAEL J. COWGI LL, ESQ.
mcogi |l |l @mctl aw. com
8 TALI' S ABOLI NS, ESQ.
tabolins@nctl aw. com
9
10 On behalf of Defendant Johnson Foods, LLC:
11 RYAN SWANSON & CLEVELAND, LLC
401 Union Street, Suite 1500
12 Seattl e, Washington 98101-2668
(206) 654-2276
13 BY: GRETCHEN J. HOOG, ESQ.
hoog@ yanl aw. com
14 JULI A FLEMI NG, ESQ.
jflem ng@ yanl aw. com
15
16 On behalf of Defendants Martian Sal es,
| ncorporated; JOPEN, LLC; LP IND, LLC;
17 CAG Hol dings, LLC; RHM Holdings, LLC:
18 KI LPATRI CK TOWNSEND & STOCKTON, LLP
2001 Ross Avenue, Suite 4400
19 Dal | as, Texas 75201
(214) 922-7138
20 BY: MAEGHAN E. WHI TEHEAD, ESQ.
mewhi t ehead@kt sl aw. com
21
G| EGER LABORDE & LAPEROUSE, LLC
22 701 Poydras Street, Suite 4800
New Or |l eans, Louisiana 70139
23 BY: JOHN E. BAAY, |1, ESQ.
| baay@l I | aw. com
24
25
Golkow Technologies,
877-370-3377 A Veritext Division www.veritext.com
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On behalf of Drip Drop Distro, LLC
and Bedrock LLC

M LLER NASH, LLP

1140 SW Washington St, Suite 700
Portl and, Oregon 97205

(503) 205-2375

BY: BRI ANNA J. MORRI SON, ESQ.

On behalf of Defendant Hush Worl dwi de LLC:
CORR CRONI N
1015 Second Avenue, Floor 10
Seattle, Washington 98104-1001
(206) 501-3517
BY: TARYN BASAURI, ESQ.
t basauri @orrcronin.com

On behalf of Defendant
Ameri can Kratom Associ ati on:

DLA Piper LLP (US)

444 West Lake Street, Suite 900

Chicago, Illinois 60606-0089

(312) 368-4000

BY: JOE CAREY, ESQ.
joe.carey@ll api per.com

Al so Present:
KAREN KEEBLER, Vi deographer

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com
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Q Who is your client?

A. Tel escaph is our only client.

Q. So Johnson Foods has one client, which
is Tel escaph. Does that nean Johnson Foods is
whol | y funded by Tel escaph?

MR. BAAY: Object to form

A Defi ne funded.

THE W TNESS: ' m sorry, John.

MR. BAAY:. No, no, that's okay. You
can answer if you understand.
THE W TNESS: Yeah, | don't
under stand. Define funded.
BY MR. COWGI LL:
Q. | s Johnson Foods' work on behal f of
Tel escaph its only source of incone?
A. Currently it is the only source of
revenue until next nonth, yes.
Q You said only source of revenue. Does
t hat mean there are other sources of income?
A. Ils there a difference? | don't know.
don't understand the question.
Q Well, is there a difference to you
because | phrased the question with the word
“inconme" and your response had "revenue"? So |'m

just trying to clarify and understand.

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com
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Page 44
A. | just chose a different word.
Q Ckay. So you neant revenue to nean the
sane thing as income?
A. Yeah, because a business, it's revenue.
We don't refer to it as incone.
Q So with Tel escaph, are conmuni cati ons

made over any ephemeral nessaging platformlike
Si gnal ?

A. No.

Q How does Johnson Foods conmunicate with
Tel escaph?

A. Just email and phone calls.

Q Is there a specific point of contact at

Tel escaph?

A. For which communi cati ons?
Q. Are there multiple points of contact?
A. The -- yes. We communicate with the

adm n office to submt invoices and worKk.
Q If you don't mnd, just go through the
poi nts of contact with Tel escaph for me. That's

one of them VWhat ot her ones are there?

A. | work with Mark Jenni ngs.
Q Mar k Jenni ngs works for Tel escaph?
A. He doesn't work with Tel escaph. |

communi cate with Mark about work for Tel escaph.

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com
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Page 45
Q Can you explain that a little bit? Who
does Mark Jenni ngs work for?
A. NP Pharma, | believe.
Q So why are you communi cating with Mark

Jenni ngs about the work Johnson Foods is doing for
Tel escaph?

A. Because we -- he has a relationship with
Tel escaph wit hout working for them

Q. What's your understandi ng of that

rel ationship?

A. | don't have an understandi ng of that
relationship. | just know that there is one.
Q Ot her than the adm n office where you

send invoices, is there any other point of contact
with Tel escaph directly?

A. No. | send ny work to that -- our work
to that emai|l as well.

Q What's the email ?

A. | would have to look it up. | don't
know what it is off the top of my head. It is
Tel escaph at sonet hi ng.

Q Is there an actual person within the
adm n office that you regularly communicate w th?

A. Yeah. They answer ny emails.

Q What's the name of the person that you

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com
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Page 69

Q Do you know if any Johnson Foods-rel ated
wor k was conducted from that address?

A. | couldn't tell you.

Q Since you have been CEO in May, May 1st,
2024, to present, is it your understanding that no
wor kK has been done at this address in Oregon on
behal f of Johnson Foods?

A. Correct.

Q And goi ng back to Exhibit 10. Are you
famliar with this address, 2550 Sandy Pl ain Road
in Marietta, Georgia?

A Only that it's a m stake on here and
that | believe we've corrected.

Q Can you explain what you nean by that?

A. Yeah. It -- they were supposed to be

Luis's address on these docunents.

Q So this docunent here is the original
articles of incorporation for Johnson Foods back in
August 10th of "21. It lists the principal office
address for Johnson Foods as 2550 Sandy Pl ains
Road. You are saying that was now changed. \What
has it been changed to?

A. It was m stakenly put on there. It
shoul d have been Luis's address, not whatever this

address is in Georgia.

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com
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Page 70
Q Meani ng this Keizer, Oregon, address?
A. | assume, if that's his, but | can tell

you what the address was correct at the tine.

Q Do you know what the current address is
for Johnson Foods' principal office?

A. No. | would have to | ook at the
paperwor k. Not off the top of my head.

Q You said it changed. Do you know when
it was changed?

A. | believe we -- | don't know that it was
changed on the LLC, but | believe that we corrected

it in our discovery responses --

Q My question --

A. -- to clarify the question, to --
sorry -- to clarify the issue with these questions
that |'m guessing you are about to ask nme about.

Q Well, the question is whether this

address has been changed with the Secretary of
State for the State of Wom ng. Do you know if

that's the case?

A. | couldn't tell you because | don't
know.

Q Are you famliar with David Watson?

A. Il am

Q Have you worked with himin -- with

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com
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Page 73

MR. COWGILL: Ten is no problem
THE VI DEOGRAPHER: We are off the
record. The time is 1:22 Eastern Tine.
(Recess taken,
10: 21 - 10:34 a.m Pacific Tine)
THE VI DEOGRAPHER: We are back on the
record. The tinme is 1: 34,

BY MR. CONGI LL:

Q All right, Mss Mano. W are back on
the record here. | want to pull up these exhibits
agai n.

A. Okay.

Q So a nmonment ago you were testifying

about how this 2550 Sandy Pl ains Road |listing as
the principal office for Johnson Foods was a
m st ake when it was done in August 10th of 2021 and

that it should have been the Keizer address, right?

A. What ever Luis's address was at the tine.
Q How did you become aware of that

m st ake?
A. Goi ng through docunents for discovery.
Q So did someone make you aware or you

uncovered it yourself?
A. | uncovered it by reading it because |

know it's not correct.

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com
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Page 80

BY MR. COWGI LL:

Q Il will show you Exhibit 11, which is a
State of Wiom ng Secretary of State printout for
CC US Holdings. | just want to point out an
address change, where there is an address change
here on April 28th, 2021, and it is changed from an
address in Womng to the sane address where
Johnson Foods was registered. Do you see this,
2550 Sandy Pl ai ns Road - -

A | do.

Q -- suite nunber?

(Exhibit 12 was marked for
identification and is attached to
the transcript.)

BY MR. COWG LL:

Q Li kewi se, Martian Sal es |ncorporated --
this is Exhibit 12 -- listed its principal address
at the same | ocation. Do you see that?

A. | do.

Q Do you have any understandi ng of why
Johnson Foods woul d be sharing the same princi pal
address as these entities?

A As |'ve stated before, | believe that
t hat was a m stake when the original paperwork was

set up.

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com
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Page 134
A. l'msorry. Say that again.
Q Do you know why he left?
A. I couldn't comment on why he chose to
| eave.
Q And let's just keep going in order, but
we will get to what you just nmentioned a nonent ago.

So M. Jennings, Mark Jenni ngs, we
tal ked about himas well. You have worked with him
both in his capacity with NP Pharnma and NP Bi ot ech.
Is that right?

A NP Pharma only.

Q That's right. You said NP Biotech was
Peyt on Pal ai 0?

A Correct.

Q Apol ogies. So, all right. Getting to
Swft Strategy, so Sibyl Swift, | know you
testified she is with NP Pharma. Correct?

A Correct. She is now

Q So was Swi ft Strategy her own

I ndependent contractor sort of LLC or entity?

A Correct.

Q So can you kind of clarify the tinelines
there where she was with Swift Strategy and where
she was enpl oyed with NP Pharm?

A. Yeah. Swift -- Sibyl is amazing, and so

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com
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Page 286

over.

Q So the only individual who is actually
getting substantive reports of that scope of work
verbally is Mark Jenni ngs?

MS. HOOG. Object to the form

A. No. He is the one that I'm
communi cating with, but he is communicating with
others, so he is not the only person.

Q But the only person receiving it from --
t hose communi cations from Johnson Foods regarding
what's been done under the Tel escaph scope of work
is Mark Jennings and then foll owp email s?

A. And then emnils, yes, sending work.

Q And you actually don't know the name of
the person who is receiving the emails?

A. | don't offhand.

Q s that person |like an owner or a
manager, or is it nore like they are an
adm ni strative, assistant type of person?

MS. HOOG. Objection.

A. | just said | don't know, so | can't
comment. Sorry.
Q You not only don't know their nanme

of f hand, but you are not even sure what role they

have in the conpany?

Golkow Technologies,

877-370-3377 A Veritext Division WWWw.veritext.com
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VERITEXT LEGAL SOLUTIONS

COMPANY CERTIFICATE AND DISCLOSURE STATEMENT
Veritext Legal Solutions represents that the
foregoing transcript is a true, correct and complete
transcript of the collogquies, gquestions and answers
as submitted by the court reporter. Veritext Legal
Solutions further represents that the attached
exhibits, if any, are true, correct and complete
documents as submitted by the court reporter and/or
attorneys in relation to this deposition and that
the documents were processed in accordance with

our litigation support and production standards.

Veritext Legal Solutions is committed to maintaining
the confidentiality of client and witness information,
in accordance with the regulations promulgated under
the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA), as amended with respect to protected
health information and the Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, as
amended, with respect to Personally Identifiable
Information (PII). Physical transcripts and exhibits
are managed under strict facility and personnel access
controls. Electronic files of documents are stored

in encrypted form and are transmitted in an encrypted
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fashion to authenticated parties who are permitted to
access the material. Our data is hosted in a Tier 4

SSAE 16 certified facility.

Veritext Legal Solutions complies with all federal and
State regulations with respect to the provision of
court reporting services, and maintains its neutrality
and independence regardless of relationship or the
financial outcome of any litigation. Veritext requires
adherence to the foregoing professional and ethical
standards from all of its subcontractors in their

independent contractor agreements.

Inquiries about Veritext Legal Solutions'
confidentiality and security policies and practices
should be directed to Veritext's Client Services
Associates indicated on the cover of this document or

at www.veritext.com.
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